Six Miles Out: The fight for Sustainable Spra
Fishingin Irish Waters

How a lack of management, no TACs and unfair quota
allocation have left Ireland’s inshore marine
environment and fishing communities struggling
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Sprat fishing is unregulated, has no quota, no management plan and no stock
assessment

7.5 times more sprat was caught in 2024 than ICES recommended

Approx. 2% is for human consumption, the rest is for fishmeal



What has happened so far..

Ban first A Judicial
proposed in Review was
2019 after a taken in 2020

public against the
consultation

Minister’s
Directive

18m vessels
would be
restricted

within the 6nm

zone from
2020

In 2023 the ban was
overturned on a
technicality once
again leaving sprat
with zero
management
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In 2024 a new public
consultation was
launched with over
5500 responses
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Vessels over 18m
have a quota of

2,000 tonnes

for sprat from
October 2025

From October 2026
they will be

excluded from
trawling within 6nm
of the coast
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Is this enough to protect marine
ecosystems and inshore fishing
communities?



TAC for vessels over 18m has been set higher than ICES advic

No management plan for sprat is included

Helps support the inshore sector but not in the long run

Broad management for protected areas but still lacking site specific
management plans



management

Unfair quota How can we move

allocation resulting

inincreased : : destructive
Many inshore species have no

away from

pressure on non practices if there is
management plans

guota species no sustainable
option?
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1. Fair quota sharingamongvessels - Full implementation of Article 17

Key asks

2. Management plans for inshore species usingan ecosystem based
approach

3. Full scientific analysis on the status of sprat as well as a cumulative
impact report if sprat is overfished
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